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Objectives

• influence the development 
of the INSPIRE data 
specifications of Annexes II 
and III

• contribute to the 
development of the 
INSPIRE- Data 
specifications 

• be involved in an early 
stage of the process

• Final report at PCC Meeting 
in Brussels
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Benefits, Purpose

• European Commission 
has to consider the 
importance of the 
cadastre

• the result shows, that the 
cadastre is very often 
used as a locator for a lot 
of information 

• To establish Cadastral 
parcel an essential 
element in N(E)SDI

• Cadastral experts to be 
involved in an early stage
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The Scope

•
 

Screening the INSPIRE themes in Annexes II and III
•

 
Part of cadastral information or strong connected to it

•
 

Identify the themes related to the cadastral information and
•

 
Identify the information the Cadastre can provide

•
 

Prioritisation finally resulted in 
•

 
land cover (Annex II)

•
 

land use (Annex III)
•

 
buildings (Annex III)

•
 

Orthoimagery (Annex II)



The survey...

• Survey based on a 
questionnaire

• Great interest members 
of EuroGeographics 
and the PCC

• 32 Cadastral 
organisations 
responded

• Representative picture 
of situation in Europe
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The questionnaire: common part

•
 

Relevance for cadastre
•

 
part of data set,..

•
 

Legal task to capture, 
update, provide 

•
 

data model, vector 
data, spatial objects

•
 

Coverage of vector 
data

•
 

Life cycle, periodicity, 
scale of data capture

•
 

Updating procedure
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The questionnaire: buildings

•
 

Method of data capture
•

 
Terrestrial surveying, from 
aerial images,  data quality

•
 

Responsibility for gathering 
and maintaining the 
information

•
 

Updating procedure
•

 
life cycle, coverage (%)

•
 

Information about ownership 
available ?
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The questionnaire: accessibility of data

•
 

How do you provide your data
•

 
Analogue form

•

 
Offline

•

 
web portal

•
 

Conditions for access to data (legal, technical,..)
•

 
Pricing issues (fees, free access for authorities,..) 
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To be mentioned...

• Very different tasks and responsibilities of the responding 
organisations
• National Cadastral Agencies (NCA) or responsible for land registry 

as well as for topography
•

 
Careful elaboration / interpretation of the answers is needed

•
 

Results presented in maps: Yes, no or no answer !!
• “... there may have been some misinterpretations of the 

questions, but this has not a major impact on the overall 
view of the situation of the cadastres in the European 
countries and the conclusions have been drawn.”
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Conclusions: land 
cover...
• Almost half of the 

countries provide 
information about 
land cover

• In most of the 
countries you can 
get the information 
of land cover in 
vector format
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Conclusions: land cover

part of cadastral data set legal Task to provide the data



• updating frequency of 
land cover:

• Availability of historic 
graphic information 
about land cover

• Almost all countries 
providing “Land 
Cover” as a spatial 
object
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Conclusions: land cover 



• Most of the 
countries provide 
information of 
buildings

• Even if it not the 
legal task there is a 
strong connection 
to the cadastral 
information
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Conclusions: buildings
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part of cadastral data set Legal task to provide the data

Conclusions: buildings
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Function of a building Information about ownership

buildings: additional information to buildings



Conclusions: buildings

• The additional content 
for buildings varies a lot 
from country to country

• Most countries provide 
the area derived from 
footprint

• Sometimes “2,5D” - 
information is available 
(not fully 3 D)
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Conclusions: orthoimagery
• in most of the countries 

orthoimagery is not part of 
the cadastral data set

• many countries use it for 
improving the quality of the 
cadastre

• use for deriving other 
information from it, e.g. 
land cover etc. or to 
provide combined 
products. 
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Conclusions: accessibility of information

• big variety in the access to the data depending on legal and/ 
or technical restrictions

• In some countries citizens have open free-of-charge access to 
data, in other countries the access to data and information is 
very strong restricted

• Usually access to personal data is restricted by law

• in some countries different rules to access the data are 
applicable for private persons and governmental or 
administrative organisations
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Access to land cover Access to buildings

Access to information via web portal



The other themes .....

• the result of the 
survey to the other 
themes of Annex II 
and III underlines the 
important role of the 
cadastre as a source 
of information

• the cadastre is used 
as a locator for many 
other information
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Final conclusions

•
 

Huge variety (legal, technical) in 
Cadastre in Europe

•
 

EC has (to) consider(ed) the 
importance of the Cadastre

Benefit from Cadastre for INSPIRE ??

Cadastre is INSPIREd...
important reference information
a locator for other information

Final re
port t

o be publis
hed soon!



CadastreCadastre INSPIREdINSPIREd??

INSPIREINSPIRE ““cadastredcadastred!!!!””

Thank you for 
your attention !

julius.ernst@bev.gv.at
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