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HM Land Registry

HM Land Registry

• Founded in 1862

• Self-financing UK government 
department

• 4,400 staff (4,035 FTE)

• £297 million turnover 

• 24+ million registered titles

• 87% geographical coverage 
of England & Wales

• Underpins £4 trillion property 

• State monopoly

www.landregistry.gov.uk

Timeline

Cadastre in England and Wales

Ordnance Survey

• Topographic map - OS 

MasterMap
• Feature based model containing 
over 4 billion data items
• Addresses – OS AddressBase 

Cadastre

Land Registry
• Evidence of ownership of 
registered titles
• Define ownership extents 
• Provide data for INSPIRE 
Cadastral Parcel theme for 
England and Wales approx. 22 
million land parcels
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Ordnance Survey

• Topographic map - OS 

MasterMap
• Feature based model containing 
over 4 billion data items
• Addresses – OS AddressBase 

Cadastre

Land Registry
• Ownership of registered titles
• Define ownership extents 
• Provide data for INSPIRE 
Cadastral Parcel theme for 
England and Wales approx. 22 
million land parcels

Cadastre Supporting the 
UK Economy

e-Government

Digital Single market

EU Action plan

Traditional Government services

Documents to data

Government Digital Service

EU Initiatives like INSPIRE

CloudCloudSocial Big DataMobility Security

Changes – both technological and legislative present opportunities:

MapSearch

• Web based 

• B2B 

• Self-serve

• Free to use

e-Government – LR Examples

Find Property Information service

• To help citizens easily find the 

land and property information

• Customer demand for sub-set of 

full register

• Delivered through gov.uk

Economy

High Speed 2 is a major 
infrastructure investment in the UK 
rail network

Ordnance Survey data heavily 
used in the planning of the route 
and drawing up the detailed plan 
and profile maps 

Land Registry data used to inform 
developer of ownership issues 
along the route

Authoritative data crucial for the 
effective, efficient delivery of major 
projects 

Environment

Hull and Holderness flood 
alleviation scheme
• £80 million package to 

improve flood defences in the 

Humber region
• Includes £27 million for the 

Hull and Holderness Flood 

Alleviation scheme
• Developers and planners rely 

on authoritative data from 

Ordnance Survey and Land 
Registry data to identify and 

plan activity
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A CHANGING 

RECOGNITION OF 

VALUE IN 

AUTHORITATIVE DATA

INFORMATION NOT MAPPING

Analytics

MAPS

DATA

SMART OBJECTS

Visualisation

• A plan view is but one view of 
the world … we need to:

• Understand complex spatial 

relationships such as the inside 
and outside, and the above 

ground and underground.

• Allow for an extensible 
information model to which 

others can contribute

• What’s the value of this address?

• When was it built?

• What’s the risk of it flooding?

• How close is the nearest railway?

• How close is the motorway?

• How good is the nearest school?

• What’s the risk of being burgled?

• How big is the house?

• Where’s the nearest Starbucks?

• How big is the back garden?

• What’s the height of the roof?

A GREATER DEMAND FOR ANSWERS
DEMAND FOR GEOSPATIAL CONTENT TODAY

• Main concepts for uses of geospatial 
data. Traditional does (on the whole) well 
in today’s applications:

• Search, e.g.:
• Retrieve asset data
• Call centre (life threatening 

emergency and non)
• Consumer
• Web forms

• Analyse, e.g.:
• Risk analysis
• Provision of service
• Find my nearest

• Navigate, e.g.:
• Deliveries
• Emergency response
• Resilience
• End to End

DEMAND FOR GEOSPATIAL CONTENT TOMORROW

• New opportunities and new use 
cases present a different demand:

• Real time

• Real world

• Machine to machine

• High volume

• Predictive modelling

• Cognitive thinking

• Big data

It used to be government and business first, dictating 
what technology got invested in and what society 
could expect…

Now consumers drive technology  and 
business and society demands openness 
and transparency from government and 
commercial organisations alike

A REVERSAL IN THE DIRECTION OF INFLUENCE
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GOVERNMENT’S DIGITAL STRATEGY

Source - https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/government-digital-strategy/government-digital-strategy

DATA AND VALUE

Official

UK OPEN GOVERNMENT NATIONAL ACTION PLAN 2016-18

Our data.gov.uk portal has been instrumental in enabling the UK government to open 
up over 27,000 datasets since its launch in 2010. 

• However, despite considerable recent progress, government data can still be 
difficult to find and use.

• Too much government data is still held in organisational silos, which are costly and 
inefficient to maintain. 

• The data we currently make available openly does not always meet users’ needs 
in terms of format, quality and timeliness.

• At the same time, data publishing processes across government do not fit a 
standard model. 

• They are not always automated or embedded in ‘business as usual’, which can 
mean there is sometimes duplication and overlap in the data government holds.”

Sourced from  the Open Government Network
http://www.opengovernment.org.uk/
The UK Open Government Civil Society Network is a coalition of 

individuals and organisations committed to making government work 

better for people through transparency, participation and 

accountability. The OGN works towards the Open Government 

Partnership in the UK.

The growth in Open Data published by UK government continues to 

accelerate, both Land Registry and Ordnance Survey has recognised the 

opportunity to underpin this with high quality and maintained geospatial 

data

• However, this is not as simple as removing the price from existing products 

and making them available for ‘open’ download

• Authority in maintained geospatial data is recognised and valued by end users

• Reaching out and engaging with new users to ensure the design and creation 

of high quality and useful open data is paramount

• Aim to achieve increased value to a broader range of stakeholders including all 

of those who champion policy, economic or societal benefits. 

EFFECTIVE GEOSPATIAL OPEN DATA

Free to use open data sets

Ordnance Survey
• 14 maintained Open Data products

• Mapping

• Networks, Postcodes, Boundaries

Land Registry
• Price Paid data

• Transactions volumes

• INSPIRE Index polygons

• 1862 Act registers
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The Challenge invites the geospatial community to 
develop innovative solutions to the world’s most 

pressing issues 

The Hub is an incubator space designed to support 
individuals, SMEs and corporate innovators

The Programme is a funded accelerator that 
supports and rewards entrepreneurship, innovation 

and creativity 

GEOVATION:   Inspire   ->   Incubate   ->   
Accelerate

How can we enable people in Britain to 
live in better places?

Solving the problems of long term 
housing issues in

Britain


